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CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 2560 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, NATO, MNUC, NPG 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE DISCUSSION OF NIKE HERCULES STUDY AT THE 
MAY 12 NPG PERM REPS MEETING. 

REF: A. STATE 76423 
B. USNATO 2236 

1. AT MAY 6 NPG STAFF GROUP MEETING (REPORTED REFTEL), 

CANADIAN REP (BECKETT) NOTED THAT THE US REQUEST THROUGH THE 
MILITARY COMMITTEE FOR SACEUR TO PREPARE A STUDY ON DEPLOY 
MENT OF NIKE HERCULES NUCLEAR WARHEADS IN EUROPE DID NOT 
SPECIFICALLY PROVIDE FOR REVIEW OF THE STUDY IN THE NPG (REF A). 

HE SAID THAT HIS AUTHORITIES WANTED THE NPG TO BE INVOLVED 

IN NUNN AMENDMENT FOLLOW-UP STUDIES. AND HE NOTED THAT SYG 
LUNS MADE THIS POINT IN HIS LETTER OF APRIL 23 TO SECRETARY 
SCHLESINGER (REF B). HE SAID THAT SINCE THE NIKE HERCULES 
STUDY WAS THE FIRST OF THE NUNN AMENDMENT FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS, 
THERE WOULD BE CONSIDERABLE INTEREST IN HOW IT WOULD BE HANDLED. 
BECKETT SAID HE ANTICIPATED THAT THIS SUBJECT MIGHT BE 
RAISED AT THE MAY 12 NPG PERMREPS MEETING. 
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2. MISSION COMMENT: WE FORESEE THAT HANDLING OF THE NIKE 
HERCULES STUDY COULD BE RAISED UNDER ANY OTHER BUSINESS AT 
THE MAY 12 MEETING BY SYG LUNS. CANADIAN AMBASSADOR MENZIES, 

OR OTHER PERMREPS. IF THE SUBJECT IS RAISED, WE PROPOSE TO 
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RESPOND ALONG THE FOLLOWING LINES: BEGIN QUOTE: WE EXPECT 
THENUCLEAR PLANNING GROUP TO BE FULLY INVOLVED 
IN APPROPRIATE ACTIONS IN NATO ARISING FROM THE REPORT TO CONGRESS 
ON THE THEATER NUCLEAR FORCE POSTURE IN EUROPE. WE DO NOT, 
HOWEVER, FORESEE THE NEED FOR ANY FIXED PATTERN OF HAND- 
LING STUDIES IN THIS AREA. INDEED, IT MAY BE APPROPRIATE TO 
VARY THE HANDLING OF THESE STUDIES IN NATO, DEPENDING UPON 
THEIR CONTENT. AS FAR AS THE NIKE HERCULES STUDY IS CONCERNED, 

WE TRUST THAT SACEUR'S REPORT AND THE MILITARY COMMITTEE'S 
COMMENTS, WHEN FORWARDED TO THE UNITED STATES AUTHORITIES, 
WOULD ALSO BE PROVIDED TO SECRETARY GENERAL LUNS AND TO NPG 
DELEGATIONS. AFTER WE ALL HAVE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW THE 
STUDY, WE WILL BE IN A BETTER POSITION TO JUDGE WHAT ACTION 
BY THE NPG MIGHT BE DESIRABLE. OF COURSE, AS WE HAVE MADE 
CLEAR, THE US INTENDS TO CONSULT FULLY WITH THE ALLIES CON- 
CERNING ACTIONS THAT MAY BE DEEMED DESIRABLE AS A RESULT OF 
THE NUNN AMENDMENT FOLLOW-ON STUDIES. END QUOTE. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED. MISSION WOULD APPRECIATE WASHINGTON 
CONCURRENCE OR COMMENTS ON THE PROPOSED TALKING POINTS IN 
PARA 2 ABOVE, IF POSSIBLE ON FRIDAY, MAY 9, AND IN ANY CASE 
NO LATER THAN OPENING OF BUSINESS BRUSSELS TIME ON MONDAY, 

MAY 12. 

BRUCE. 
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